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How to choose the right ID cards to secure
your building: A list of differentiating factors

Andrew Schonzeit

Idesco Corp.

ID cards are now well established
as the first layer of security to keep
your employees, tenants and visitors
safe and secure. Widely used for iden-
tification, access control, and time and
attendance purposes, ID cards help
identify at a glance who should be on
your property, and more importantly
who should not.

Idesco has been a leader in the ID
card industry for more than seven
decades and is still going strong. My
grandfather founded the company in
1943 by providing the War Department
with ID cards. The system involved
taking a person’s photo, cutting it out,
and laminating it to a card-sized piece
ofpaper. The technology has certainly
evolved over the years and building
managers now have alot more options
to consider when it comes to ID card
solutions.

If you are looking into purchasing
anew ID card system or if you want
to maximize the use of your current
printer, youneedtoreview theavailable
ID card features and options. Here is
a comprehensive list of differentiat-
ing factors that you should take into
account before making your next
purchase.

Card material: Standard PVC
plastic is the most common choice but
you can also go for biodegradable or
recycled cards to lessen your impacton
the environment. [f youuse a retransfer
ID cardprinter, itishighly recommend-
edtouse composite PVC/PET cards as
they are more resistant to heat.

Card size: The standard CR80
credit card size (3.375” x 2.125”) is
undoubtedly the most popular option
but we have noticed amuch higher de-
mand for larger cards over the last few
years. Wenow sell ID card systems that
can personalize CR100 cards (3.88”
x 2.63”) and oversized badges (4.88”
x 3.46” or 5.51” x 3.46”). Oversized
photoIDsletyouvisually scanacrowd
andidentify whohaspropercredentials
and access rights.

Card thickness: Most ID card
printers support cards of variable
thicknesses that range from 10 mil
to 30 mil.

Card color: Colored ID cards are a
terrific way to set up different badges
for each type of users. Pick one color
for your employees and another one
for your visitors to identify everyone
at a glance.

Data encoding: It has never been
easier to add data to your cards. The
most inexpensive solution is to add a

barcode to the design of your badge
withyour ID card software. Foraccess
control or time & attendance badges,
opt for magnetic cards. You will need
an ID card printer with a magnetic
card encoder to encrypt the data to
your cards.

If you need secure badges, smart
cards are the way to go. Smart contact
cards must be inserted into a reader to
be read, while contactless cards have
to come within the range of a reader
to be read. Contactless cards are ideal
for access control in buildings and fa-
cilitieswhere crowd controlisanissue.

Visualsecurity: Manyusersbelieve
that adding a hologram to their cards
is complicated and way too expensive
to even consider it. This used to be the
case years ago but does not hold true

today. Many ID card printers have the
optionofadding graphicstothe overlay
panel so you can get a highly secure

You can print laminated cards with a
laminating ID card system. Choose
from clear patches, holographic films

you to use rewritable cards. This
technology allows you to erase and
reprint on the same card up to 200

Idesco has been a leader in the ID card industry for more than seven decades
and is still going strong. My grandfather founded the company in 1943 by pro-
viding the War Department with ID cards. The system involved taking a person's
photo, cutting it out, and laminating it to a card-sized piece of paper. The tech-
nology has certainly evolved over the years and building managers now have a
lot more options to consider when it comes to ID card solutions.

badge without having to laminate
your cards! You can add your logo as
a hologram for a fraction of the cost.

Lamination: Laminating your
cards will significantly extend the
lifespan of your cards and reduce the
risk of counterfeiting and tampering.

or custom holograms to add an extra
layer of security to your badges.
Other options: Cardswithanadhe-
sive back — or sticky-back cards — are
greattoadd information ontechnology
cards such as Proximity cards.
Some ID card printers also allow
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Idesco is your security partner to keep your property and assets safe and
secure at all times. For over 70 years, Idesco has protected the most prestigious
buildings with access control, video surveillance, ID badging, biometrics and
visitor management systems.

Idesco offers integrated security solutions to meet your unique requirements.
Our extensive expertise allows us to design, install and manage the right
solution for your facilities. Call 1-800-336-1383 today to get a FREE consultation
with a security expert.
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times. Mainly used for visitor IDs,
rewritable cards are an affordable way
toissuetemporary badgesasnoribbon
is required.
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Call Idesco today at

800-336-1383 for a
FREE assessment of
your needs with a
security expert.




